
Language Impact on Deaf Community

The systems in the blue triangle are not languages. The coded systems, artificially created, intended to function as a tool in using 
English, whether written or spoken (main purpose).

Before 1817: Indigenous 
Village Sign Languages; a 
well known American 
indigenous sign language - 
Martha’s Vineyard Sign 
Language. The entire 
island knew how to sign, 
both deaf and hearing. 
Last native user passed 
away in 1952.

1817 - Laurent Clerc, a 
native French Sign 
Language (LSF) user       
co-founded with Thomas 
Gallaudet the American 
School for the Deaf. 
Students came from all 
over bringing their own 
native sign languages 
mixing with LSF. 

1950’s-1960’s: 
Research initiated by 
Dr. William Stokoe 
recognized that 
American Sign 
Language (ASL) is 
a true language, 
just like all spoken 
languages. 

This is a timeline to show the impact of language policy upon the American deaf 
community, since they were children and throughout their adult life.  This is a focus 
into the 19th and 20th centuries regarding the education of deaf children. 

Babbidge 
Report 1965: 
the report 
identified that 
the oral 
method of 
deaf education 
was 

1880 - International 
Conference on Education 
of the Deaf: the ideals of 
oralism (education 
through spoken language 
only) gains a significant 
foothold by banning the 
use of sign language in the 
classroom. Famously 
known as the ‘1880 Milan 

Conference’

Evolution of ASL begins…

SEE* II

SEE* I 
(nonexistant)

Cued Speech

Sim
Com*

Pidgin 
Signed 
English

CASE (Conceptually 
Accurate Signed 
English)

Late 1980’s - current: Bi-Bi 
Education begins: 
dominantly bilingual; ASL 
and English. 

*Signed Exact English and SimCom is Simultaneous Communication. There were two systems that no longer exist. 

1988 - Deaf President 
Now at Gallaudet 
University. Not only 
did the University 
employ a deaf 
President; students 
had already begun to 
study and understand 
ASL as a language and 
take ownership. 
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